





The Gosyp el Herald, 


« Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which®hal! be to all people.” 
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SERMON, only the gooduess of God, but even all sense of 

By Syvivasus Haircut, Pastor of the Presbyterian, duty to him: and this is agreeable to what the 
Church, in Wilton, Conn. |apostle says in that very passage from whence this 

Delivered January 28, 1521. lexpression is taken. “Or despisest thou the riches 
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‘ Bud there be some that trouble you, and would per-| of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffer- 
vert the Gospel of Christ.”—-Gal. i. 7. jing, not knowing that the goodness of God lead- 
(Continued from page 10.) |eth thee to repentance ?” And although that appa- 

But the question again occurs, What is the ob-! rent goodness, which is wholly the effect of a sla- 
ject these people have in view *’ Why do they wish | Vish fear of punishirent, cannot be really virtuous 
to propagate their doctrine ? Is the influence of it ir | and praiseworthy in the sight of God, who searches 
any respect beneficial ? Is it even harmless? No! the heart, yet it is very beneficial to civil society ; 
On the contrary, if believed, it will make men mi-, and the experience of ages has taught us, that thre 
serable, not only in time, but (as it is certainly first exercise of an awakened unregenerete soul is, 
false) will be the means of destroying them in eter-| How shall 1 escape the wrath to come? and as 
nal perdition. This is not an empty assertion :-— such terrors and convictions do usually, if not al- 
every person, of the least reflection, knows that,! ways, precede true conversion, the fear of punish- 
did the ungodly world firmly believe that no work-| ment is, by the appointment of God, a great means 
er of iniquity would be punished in the world to! of bringing sinners from darkness to light, and 


come, frauds, debaucheries, perjuries, robberies, | from the power of sin avd Satan into the liberty 
Accordingly we find the 
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yea, every species of iniquity would overspread | of the children of God. 
the earth; that there would be no safety to him! gospel abounds with the most awful denunciations 
And 5, of punishment against impenitent, unbelieving sin- 






that goeth out, nor to him that cometh in. 
appeal to Universalists themselves—to such as do | ners 5 aud the apgstle Paul expressly says, “ Know- 
not profess to have been born of the Spirit—to ing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade men ;” 
have had Christ formed in them the hope of glory, | again, the same apostle observes, “By faith Noah, 
whether this doctrine has not a pernicious influ- | being warned of God of things not seen as yet, 
ence upon their own minds? whether it has not a| moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving 







tendency to make them easy and unconcerned, | of bis louse.” 
But Universali-ts have no such motives to per 


suade men. According to them, there is no wrath 
to come trom which to flee; therefore as the ter- 
rors of the Lord cannot be of any use to persuade 
men, as far as they are saved with fear, their prin- 
ciples evidently tend to prevent man’s salvation. 





although they are yet children of wrath, and pos- | 
sessed of that carnal mind, which is at enmity | 
with God? whether they do not depend upon this 
doctrine for salvation, and are therefore indifferent. 
about the great preparation of faith and repent: | 
ance which the gospel requires, and without which 
the Scriptures declare they cannot be saved ? That Instead, therefore, of thinking it strange that man, 
this is its natural tendency, both reason and obser- | possessed of universal benevolence, should be op- 
vation plainly teach us. Yea, even Mr. Murray posed to the propagation of this doctrine, it may 
observes, that it is no evidence against a man’s} well be thouglit wonderful, that those who have 
good estate in another world that he died in im- the least regurd for the salvation of souls, or even 
penitence and unbelief. And will those who con- for the present good of society, should countenance 
sider such a preparation as useless, be concerned | it. But, says one, God hath from eternity fixed 
about it? surely not. Accordingly, 1 am told, Mr./all events by an immutable decree, agreeably to 
Glover observed from the pulpit, that he did not| which all things must take place: whomsoever 
exhort people, as other miyisters, to prepare for|God hath determined to save, he will save, and 
death and eternity. But, says the Universalist, it | neither Universalists, nor any one else, can frus- 
is the goodness of God, and not the terrors of the|trate his plan, nor diminish the number of his 
Lord, which leads men to repentance. I answer,|elect; the doctrine of Universal Salvation can, 
the goodness of God ought to lead men to repent- | therefore, be of no injury to the souls of men. Ia 
ance, but this is a lesson which the natural man|this view, it may as well be preached and believed 
has not yet learned. Were not men so desperate-| as any other doctrine. Such reason, or rather per- 
ly wicked, the goodness of God would undoubt-| version of reason, as this, we frequéatly hear; 
edly have this effect. But it is to a depraved and| but nothing can be more false and deceitful. That 
selfish world that the gospel is sent, who are but|God hath decreed whatsoever comes to pass is a 
little concerned when their own lives are not at|truth, which none will deny without denying (im 
stake: who disregard and trample under foot, not| effect) the essential attributes of Jehovah, and the 
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the express declarations of his word. But it by no 


means follows from this, that it will make no dif-| Christ will ever have a pure church in the earth, 


ference in the number that are saved, what doc- 
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their doctrines will not be embraced—becany 


ready to resist the encroachments of error and 


trines are preached, whether true or false—whe-| wickedness; who will not be ashamed of thei 


ther they proceed from hee¥en or hell. 
people consider that an end is not determine d) 
without the means, they would not fall into such | 
absurdities. They would there see the doctrine of 
predestination or election (as it is called) does not | 
destroy, but establish the use of the proper means 
of grace. Whom God hath chosen to salvation, 
he hath chosen through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth. Certainly then, it makes 
a material difference whether they believe the 
truth, and are sanctified, or believe a lie, and are 
hardened in sin! Men do not reason so inconsist- 
ently in any thing else. Every thing else 
muuch decreed as this. ‘The salvation of particular 
men depends on so many 
ces, that it is absolutely impossible (unless the or- 
der of nature be changed) that the one should be 
determined without the other. 
who profess to believe in the doctrine of Divine 
decrees, believe that God hath determined what- 
soever comes to pass. There is an appointed time 
for man upon the earth, says Joh; but should a 


causes and circumstan- 


Accordingly, those 


sick man argue from tbis, that it is useless for him 


to take any medicines, or to use any means for his 
recovery, yea, that it is of no consequence whe- 
ther he takes suitable food or poison, since he can- 
not die before his time, he would justly be consi- 
dered as a fool or a madman. Yet such a man 
reasons in the seme way, and as consistently, as he 
who says, If God hath determined that I shall be 
saved, then it makes no difference whether I use 
the means of grace or neglect them; whether I 
believe the truth, or believe and embrace such doc- 
trines as will be to my soul, what poison would be 
to such aman. When it was told unto Hezekiah 
by the prophet, that God would add to his days 
fifteen years, his friends did not then infer, that it 
Was unnecessary to use proper means for his reco- 
very ; on the contrary, they now clearly saw the 
great encouragement they had to use such means, 
knowing that they would have a salutary effect : 
yea, the prophet himse!f preseribes the means— 
“ Let them take (said he) a bunch of figs, and lay 
it for a plaster upon the boil, and lie shall recover 
And this is the very effect which the doctrine of 
election has upon the m'ncs of those who believe 
it, and what it should have upon the minds of all. 
Says the minister of the gospel, God has decla- 
red in his word, that he hath e/*cfed rauititudes of 
the human race to everlasting life—that he hath 
determined to bring many sons aad daughters to 
glory—that Christ shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and be satisfied. This is my encouragement 
in the work of the ministry—this cheers my mind 
and gives me additional activity. 1 know that my 
labour will not be in vain in the Lord. It is true, 
that neither Universalists nor Infidels will diminish 
the ntmber of God's elect ; but it is only because 


is as | 


And did} Saviour, and who will contend manfully for the 


faith once delivered to the saints. We may there 

fore reasonably conclude, that were such pring 

wen universally propagated and believed, few o 
none would enter into the kingdom of heavey 
| But blessed be God, this will not be the case : the 
| gates of hell shall not prevail against his church 

| Hence we see, that the doctrine of election, as it 
is taught in the Scriptures, and believed by ow 

church, is so far from tending to licentiousness, oy 
from making people careless and inattentive fo the 
means of grace, that it gives an additional and 
very great encouragement to be in the most diligent 
use of them, since we are, by this very doctrine, 
fully assured that these means will be effectual in 
As for the non-elect, they 
are in the same situation in which the Arminians 


turning souls to God. 
would place the whole of the human race: they 
go on in their own chosen way ; the door of mer- 
cy is open to them; nothing but their own wick. 
edness, and obstinate rejection of the Saviour, will 
lever exclude them from the kingdom of heaven; 
a price is put into their hands to get wisdom, but 
they have no heart to improve it. 

I have been more particular on this point, be 
cause some, I am informed, from whom we mighi 
have expected better things, have said, (inconsi 
derately and ignorantly, I would charitably be. 
lieve) that the doctrine of election is as pernicious 
in its tendency, as that of Universal Salvation 
But the doctrine of those who assert, that there 
will be no punishment in the world to come, noi 
only takes off all restraints from wicked men, but 
even proposes a more immediate enjoyment of hea- 
ren, as a reward for the commission of iniquity 
A few observations will make this plain. We find 
it frequently declared in the Scriptures, that the 
ungodly, who, as the barren fig-tree, only encum- 
ber the ground, shall be cut off by an untimely 
death. “ Evil doers,” says the Psalinist, “ shall be 
cut off. Bloody and deceitful men shall not live 
out half their days.” But the Scriptures not only 
abound with declarations that the ungodly shall be 
cut off by an untimely death, they also record 
many examples of the fulfilment of these declara- 
tions. Let the reader recall to his mind the drown- 
ing of the old world, the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrha, the untimely death of the wicked 
inhabitants of Canaan, who, at God’s command, 
were cut off by Joshua. 
instantaneous death of Ananias and Sapphira. 
Behold the untimely end of the victims of intem- 
perance. Behold that of the murderer. And now 
let me ask the reader, In what does the extraordi- 
nary punishment of these persons consist? If you 
say with the Universalist, that it consists only in 
their sudden and untimely death; I answer with 





St. Panl, To go hence, and to be with Christ, in 
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the full enjoyment of the happiness of heaven, is 
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learn, that Universalists, destitute as they are in 











Cates 
earth, far better than to dwell in this world of sin and mi-| his estimation ef good principles and morality, 
oF and very ; and every body knows that a sudden death, | will never seek refuge behind positions which out- 
f thei; -onsidered in itself, is not so great an evil, as one/| rage truth, and which are confuted by every day's 
for the whieh is preceded by a long and painful illness. | experience! But he has settled the question, and 
there (To be continued.) established premisses which he must bow to. There 
pring a is only truth and error—that which produces love 
few oy REMARKS. to God cannot be error! And we again refer him 
eaven In answer to the interrogatories of Mr. H. inj to the case of his founder, John Calvin, and ask, 
P: the his third paragraph, we answer, The object we have whether his conduct in regard to M. Servetus, 
hurch, uu view, is the (ruth! namely, that “ God is the| proceeded from the “ firm belief that God is the 
1, as it Saviour of all men, especially of those that be-| Saviour of afl men?” We inform him, that his ap- 
ry ou lieve.” We wish to propagate our doctrine, be-| peal to Universalists, who have not been bora 
PSs, o7 cause it is truth; and because the apostie say:,| again, is a vain appeal; for the being born again 
to the ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac-| is what constitutes the Universalist: they know the 
Zand §) ceptation!” 1 Tim. iv. 9—11. Would Paul say, “riches of the glory of the mystery among the 
ligent this doctrine is “‘ worthy of all acceptation,”’ were Gentiles, which is Christ; and this knowledze is 
trine, itnot “harmless and beneficial?” We verily be-| in them “the hope of glory.” Col.i.27. “ For 
ual in [| lieve the apostle Paul was as careful of the mo-| We are saved by hope. But hope that is seen, is 
they |) :als of the people, and as cautious of promulgat-| "ot hope ; for what a man seeth, why doth he yet 
inians ing error as Mr. H. Mr. H. declares, that this| hope for?” Rom. viii. 24. Let Mr. H. make his 
they doctrine, the salvation of all men, “if believed, appea! to us who believe, and have entered into 
‘mer. will make men miserable, not only in time, but |"est—Let him appeal, and ask, whether “ this doc- 
Wick- as it is certainly false, will be the means of destroy-| (rine has not a pernicious influence upon our 
, Will ing them in eternal perdition.” Reader, if this | minds,” &c. and we answer NO! that so far from 
ven; position is true, the reverse, namely, a belief that being at “enmity with God,” in our hearts, we coa- 
, but is only a part will be saved, will make men happy | sider him as our Father, Friend, and Benefactor, 
in time, and ensure their eternal felicity! This) inexpressibly more careful and solicitous for our 
» be must be admitted; for even Mr. H. has admitted Welfare than an earthly parent, and whose wisdom 
night that there is only truth and error. If, therefore, | 14 directing, is only equalled by his power in per- 
onsi a position is false, the reverse of that position must | fecting our happiness. But why should a Calvin- 
 be- ve truth. Is it possible for a man to believe in the ist talk of Christ being formed in him the hope of 
‘ious salvation of all men, and doubt his own salvation >| glory, when the doctrine of election is formed in 
ion’ |) Can aman be miserable, when he bas assurance him the hope of glory ? 
here "9 unto faith, that God is his Father and Friend, and| Mr. H. asks, “ Whether they do not depend up- 
no the Father of all men? Can that man be happy,/on this doctrine for salvation, and are therefore in- 
but who believes that only a part, and a small part of | different about the great preparation of faith and 
hea- mankind are to be saved, when he knows, that | Fepentance, which the gospel requires, and with- 
ity “he who offends in gne point is guilty of all,” and | out which the Scriptures declare they cannot be 
find that “in many things we offend all?” Where is| saved?” Now we say, that the Scriptures nowhere 
the the ground of his confidence? Is he better than declare this, in the sense Mr, H. expresses it! 
uiD- others? Can any man, believing in this partial | This is strange reasoning for a Calvinist. Is not 
ely salvation, produce the decree of election, contain- | faith the gift ot God? Do not the Scriptures de 
I be ing his name, and making his salvation sure Can | clare*of Christ, that “ He is exalted a Prince and a 
jive any man be said to be happy, while any uncer- | Saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins ?” 
nly | tainty remains relative to his future state ? Heaven, Is there “a great preparation required on the part 
[be © in mercy, deliver us from this kind of happiness || of the receiver?” and can he not receive a gift 
ord Mr. H. has given his voice, his veto, against the Without it? An apogtle declares of the Jews, whom 
ra- wuth of the declaration, that “God is the Saviour! Mr. H. has coysigned to Ais bell, that “ God hath 
vn- of all men,” &c. Reader, what credit shall it have, concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
om when opposed to the apostle Paul ? mercy upon all!” We ask, Did, or will those 
ed Mr. H. says, “ Did the ungodly world firmly be- Jews, during their wnbelieving state, make “a 
rd, lieve that no worker of iniquity would be punish- | great preparation of faith and repentance?” Let 
he ed in the world to come, frauds, &c. would over- | Mr. 1. answer. Let him apply this to the decla- 
ra, spread the earth,” &c. We ask him, whether it is| ration he assigns Mr. Murray, and answer whe- 
m- possible for any man firmly to believe this with- ther, according to the apostle Paul, the fact of the 
Ww eut testimony? and what testimony could produce | Jews dying in unbelief, is any evidence against 
ji- | ~ this firm belief, but the ¢ruth, that “God is the Sa-! their good estate in another world! If he contends 


it is, let him then explain, how God has mercy op 
those who are tormented endlessly without mercy! 
Relative to his remark of Mr. Glover, a gentleman 
from Connecticut kas informed us, that it is @ gross 


viour of all men?” Will men conduct in a man- 
ner more hostile to good principles and sound mo- 
rality, from fear of punishment, than from love to 
Sod, whieh produces gratitude? Mr. H. must 


Sres. 
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misrepresentation—let Mr. H. tell the whole— 
perversions are not honourable in a, minister of 
any gospel ! 

The following declaration of Mr. H. will mea- 
sure his pretensions. We hope the reader will 
not lose sight of it. “ Although that apparent 
goodness, which is wholly the effect of a slavish 
fear of punishment, cannot be really virtuous and 
praiseworthy in the sight of God, who searcheth 
the heart, yet it is very beneficial to ciril sucicly,” 
&c. we Reader, we appeal to you. 
lieve that “civil society is benefited” in a great 
measure by any thing, call it by what name you 
please, which is nof “ virtuous and praiseworthy 
in the sight of God?” Let Mt H. be weighed in 
his own balance! Universalism has a tendency to 
destroy a ‘slavish fear—a slavish fear is not vir- 
tuous nor praiseworthy in the sight of God’— 
“ Society” can be greatly “ benefited by a slavish 
fear,” which is neither “virtuous nor praiseworthy 
im the sight of God!!!" We presume it is very 
* virtuous and praisewortliy in the sight of’ Mr. H. 
This, therefore, must suffice. 

We inform Mr. H. that the Universalist, in the 
exercise of Ais faith, does not wish to escape any 
wrath to come, which his heavenly Father has in 
store for him; but, in imitation of his Divine Head 
and Redeemer, says, “ Father, not my will, but 
thine be done!” “ For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what son is he whom 
the tather chasteneth not? But if ye be without 
chasisement, of which all are partakers, then are 
ye bastards and not sons.” Heb. xii. Whom does 
God love? Ans. “ God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son,” &c. What purpose 
has (rod in view, in chastening the world of man- 
kind? Ans, “For our profii—that we might be 
‘made partakers of his holiness.” But Mr. H. argues, 
that “ the fear of punishment is, by the appoini/ment 
of God, a great means of bringing sinners from 
darkness to light,” &c. Reader, what do you think 
of this? Will God appoint means, which “ in his 
sight are neither rirtwous nor praiseworthy 2” An 
inspired apostle says, “ Perfect love casteth out 
fear!” Is that which is the effect of darkness, a 
great means of bringing light? Heaven preserve 
us from suci: absurdities ! 

Mr. H. continues, “ Accordingly we find the 
gospel abounds with the most awful denunciations 
of punishment against impenitent unbelieving sin- 
ners.” We reply, The gospel, so far from abound- 
ing, does not contain so much as ene “ awful de- 
nunciation of punishment!” No! Not one!!! 
Let Mr. H_ prove this round, unqualified assertion. 
It is due the public—let him settle this with his 
own conscience. His quotation from St. Paul, 
“ Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade 
wen,” &e. we think he does not understand. Pau! 
exhorted men—he did not threaten them. He ex- 
borted them, and “ besought” them “by the mer- 


Do you be- 
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cies of God,” Rom. xii. 1. This passage is fonné 
in 2Cor.v. 11. The preceding verses explain it 
See ver. 9, 10. “ Wherefore we labour, that whe 
ther present or absent, we may be accepted of 
him. For we must all dppear before the judg 
ment-seat of Christ, that every one may receive 


the things m bedy, (not out of the body, in a fi, 





ture state) according to that he hath done, why 
Knowing, therefore, the terror 
We, Paul- 
that Paul who declared, “ We are persuaded tha 


ther good or bad. 
of the Lord, we persuade men,” Xc. 





neither life—nor death—nor things present—nor 


things to come. shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God,” wc. But Paul knew, that 
his body ie should receive according” to his works 


iy 


He had a dispensation of the gospel committed to 
his trust, and he dared 
This he did fathtully; and in this very 


not do otherwise than 
preach it. 
chapter, in the following memorable words—* Ail 





things are of God, who hath reconciled us to hin 
| selt by Jesus Christ, (not by our works) and hat! 
igivea to us the ministry ef reconciliation ; (wha 
lis it? is it to preach a doctrine which produces 
| fear, that fear which is neither “ virtuous nor 
| praiseworthy in the sight of God?" no! it is good 
| news—hear it!) To wit: that God was (in the past 
|tense) in Christ reeonciling the werid (not a sex 
elect) unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” Do you, Mr. H. preach this gospel 
Is this your “ministry of reconciliation?" Do you 
tell your congregztion, that “God was in Chris! 
reconciling the world 7” &c 
them, that the world have oo part nor lot in the 
matter? If you preach not this gospel, remembe: 


Or, do you not te! 


on your own premisses, your “ juinistry of recon- 
ciliation” is “not of God, but trom denealh /!! 
Of Mr. H.'s fourth paragraph, we remark, first, 
he must by this time be aequainted with the mo- 
tives Universalists have to persuade men ; il, as Ar 
says, “ God hath foreordained whatsoever comes 
to pass,” one of two things must be admitted, viz 
either no wrath is foreordained, and, by conse 
quence, cannot take place, or if wrath is forcor- 
dained, it must take place ; and when Mr. H. pei 
suades men to flee from it, he must admit that the 
wrath was foreordained without any specific use or 
purpose ; and therefore, his persuasions are use- 
less and a bugbear, or else he denies his own pre- 
misses ; for if God foreordained wrath for any 
man, and that man does not experience that wrath, 
it ineontestably follows, that “ whatsoever is fore- 
ordained, does nol come to pass!!! Reader, mark 
the beautiful consistency of Mr. H. He tells bis 
congregation, “ that God hath decreed whatsoever 
comes to pass, is a truth, but it by no means fol- 
lows from this, that it will make no difference in 
the number that are saved, what doctrines are 
preached.” Again, “‘ Whom God hath chosen to 
salvation, he has chosen through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth,” &c. Again, 
“ Every thing else is as much decreed as this 2” “ The 
salvation of particular men depends on so many 
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rquses, or cireumstanves, that it is absolutely im-|name and hue stalked at noon-day!!! Conxrete 
possible, unless the order of nature be changed, |THI1s wHo cay! 


that the one should be determined without the | Mr. H.’s comparison of the “bunch of figs,” 
aiher.” And speaking of a sick man, who should |and the “ doctrine of election,” &c. is an originat 
vefuse medicines, &c. because he cannot die be- lone. But we think the analogy will not hold good. 
fore his time, he remarks, that “he would justly | Hezekiah recovered, and lived fifteen years, &c. 
be considered a fool or a madman.” These are |“ And this,” says he, “ is the very effect which the 
the premisses, Reader—let us look at them. And ‘doctrine of election bas upon the minds of those 
Grst, If “ God decreed whatsoever comes to pass,” | who believe it,” &c. We, however, are willing te 
be decreed that a Universalist Church shoyld be | acknowledge, that there is a bare possibility of a 
erected in Duane-Street, New-York ; that Edward! belief in this doctrine affording something like a 
Mitchell should there preach the doctrine of un- | sluypidd kind of peace for 15 years; but we very 
conditional and universal Salvation, and if that!much doubt whether any Calvinist ever had un- 
doctrine is false, then he decreed that Mr. Mitch- interrupted peace in his mind for 15 days in suc- 
ell should preach falsehood! and it Mr. Mitchell | cession. 

is damned eternally for preaching falsehood, he| Mr. H, commences his fifth paragraph as follows, 
will be damned eternally for doing that which God | “Says the minister of the gospel, God has declar- 
decreed he should do! And if God did net decree led in his word, that he hath elected multitudes,” 
that this church should be erected, he has nof de-|&c. (The reader is requested to re-examine this 
creed whatsvever comes to pass! We ask Mr. H.if| filth paragraph.) He in his second paragraph 
it is just to damn Mr. M. eternally for fulfilling the | (see our last Number) talked of the many and the 
decrees of God? And if, as he says, all things are |few—a remnant shall be saved, &c. We ask him 
decreed, and whatsoever és decreed must come to when Chvist shall have “the heathen his inhe- 
pass, then Mr. Mitchell could do no otherwise than | fitance, and the uttermost parts of the earth his 
he has done! Mr. H. SHALL admit—ne cannot | possession,” where, then, will be Ais hell and non- 
help himself, that if one thing, or occurrence, has elect? and what do you mean by saying, that 
happened which God hus nof deereed, that God |“ neither Universelists nor infidels will diminish 
did not decree whatsvever comes to pass—and that | the nuinber of the elect 7” Are Universaiists asha- 
if one thing which God decreed does nol come to med of the Saviour? Of the non elect he says, 
pass, we have no reason to expect or believe that | “ They are in the same situation in which the Ar- 


. 


any thing he has decreed ever shall come to pass! | satnians would place the whole of the human race; 
That Mr. Hi. may be convinced that his “doe- they go on in their own chosen way; the door of 
trine is from beneath,” we remark, that. accord. Mercy is open to them,” &c. We ask Mr. H. if 
ing to our doctrine and the Scriptures, the salva- | #e¢ording to his premisses, “God aecreed whatso- 
tion of all men depends alone on Christ. Now, |¢¥er comes to pass,” he did not decree the wick- 
Mr. H.'s doctrine, of the salvation of men “ de- | cluess of the non-eleet? Does the wickedness 
pending on so many causes,” is the reverse of this, |Of the non-elect come to pass? If so, and Goa 
|did not decree it, then he did not decree whatso- 
We request the Rev. Sylva- 

The reader will judge whose doctrine leads to | nus Haight to answer the following interrogations, 
licentiousness. God decrees the means and the |and if he does not answer them, we shall take it 
end, says Mr. H.—a man has no criterion to judge | for granted that he is satisfied that “ his doctrine is 
of his election to heaven or bell, and the certain- | from beneath,” and that he cannot, and dares not 
ty of his fate being decided before he was born,| attempt an answer! Paul, in Rom. xi. 7. asks, 
and uncertainty how it was decided, can never | “ What then? Israel hath not obtained that which 
awaken gratitude in the heart of any man toward he seeketh for; but the e/ec/ion hath obtained it, 
his Maker, in any proportion to the gratitude of and the rest were blinded.” Who were the rest 


and not of God. 
ever comes to pass. 


him, who, believing in the universal goodness of | 


God, is certain of the salvation of all men, as well 
as his own salvation, and loving and desiring the 
happiness of all, he has far more extensive 
claims from God for his gratitude, than the man 
who has ne certainty for others, and no hopes for 
himself, but what proceed from the corruptions of 
Kis own heart and imagination, and who, Pharisee 
like, damns his neighbour and saves himself. We 
contend that this doctrine of election and repro- 
bation leads directly to licentiousness, more than 
any other ever preached! It is borrowed from 
the speculations of the heathen philosophers and 
fatalists ; and was in its glory when licensed pros- 


ditution rieted in heathen temples, and crimes of every | 





who were blinded? Were they the elect or non- 
elect? You, Sir, must answer, that they were the 
non-elect ! “I say then, Have they stumbled that 
they should fall?” Answer this question, Mr. H. 
we earnesily request it; and some of your con- 
gregation, before mamy days, will expect your an- 
swer! We repeat it, “ Have they stumbled that 
they should fall?” Paul answers, “God forbid!" 
What do you say ? Remember, that when you say, 
“God forbid,” and admit wih Paul, that if the 
“ casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, (the world, Mr. H.) what the receiving of 
them but life from the dead.” When you admit 
this, your doctrine of election and reprobation va- 
nishes, See ver, 31,32. “Eyen so have these 
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also now not believed, that through your mercy 
they also may obtain mercy. For God hath con- 
eluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all.’ Who are those, who are con- 
eluded in unbelief? are they elect or non-elect ? 
Answer, we beseech you! Again, in Rom. viii. 
19—23. Paul describes the creation of God as 
groaning in pain under bondage to corruption, 
&e. You will please to notice, that the same 
word in the original (krisis) is translated creature 
in ver. 21. and creation in the 22d. Paul says, 
* Because the creature (creation) itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. We 
ask you, Are these the non-elect, or elect? Please 
to answer. 

Mr. H. in his sixth paragraph, undertakes to 
prove, that a belief in Universal Salvation will 
produce crimes, &c. We ask him to produce one 
instance. If KH is so very productive, surely he 
ean find one solitary fact to substantiate his asser- 
tions! We think we can produce no less than 
SIX VICTIMS, immolated at the altar of Calvin- 
ism within one short year! We challenge Mr. H 
to produce so much mischievous havoc, originat- 
img in a belief of the salvation of all men, from 
the creatian to the present moment! ‘Take the wide 
universe for your field, and until you can produce 
siz victims sacrificed at the altar of Universalism, 
please to keep silent! Nay more, search the hou- 
ges of correction, and state prisons, and for one 
believer in the doctrine of an Unconditional and 
Universal Salvation, eur word for it, you will find 
one hundred disciples of Calvin! Possibly Mr. H. 
himself is ungodly! He says much about them ; 
and to a Calvinist, we think the following remark! 
is much more than sufficient: Rom. v. 6. “ In due 
time Christ died for the ungodly!” Let Mr. H. 
answer, Will not all those be saved for whom Christ 
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men.” Secondly, they quote, or rather misquole, 
Matt. v.29. They say, “That the whole body 
should be cast into hell.” Matthew says, “It j, 
profitable for thee that one of thy members pe- 
rish, and not that thy whole body be cast into hell. 
We think that cause a poor one, which resorts to 
perversion of the Scriptares for support. Thirdly 
they quote a part of the last line of the 9th verse 
of Matth. xviii Why not quote the whole sen- 
tence? Ans. It would not answer their purpose 
Fourthly, they introduce Matth. xxiii. 33. “ How 
can ye escape the damnation of hell?” We an 
swer, Those to whom this was addressed a nor 
escape it! But to prove that the “ damnation of 
hell” is something very different from what these 
Rev. Gentlemen would wish to have it, we quote 
the 39th verse, which is addressed to the same 
Jews—“ For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” Fifthly, they 
quote Mark ix. 45, 47. that is, a part of those pas- 
sages—“ To be cast into hell.” The 49th verse 
reads, “For every man shall be salted with fire.’ 
&e. This passage is parallel with the one in Mat- 
thew. And, lastly, Luke xvi. 23. “ And in hell he 
lilt up his eyes, being in torment.” It is only ne- 
cessary to remark, that this is a parable, and the 
word translated hell is hades, (grave) as in 1 Cor 
xv. “O grave (the same hades) where is thy vic 
tory.” It appears from their quotations, that these 
Rev. Gentlemen, like the bee, who sucks the ho 
ney from the flower, only wanted to pick out the 
words hell and fire! We think, for such com- 
mentators, an old news-paper, which contained aa 
account of a conflagration, would have answered 
quite as well! Supposing that we, with a view te 
prove the salvation of all men, were to quote « 
few passages which contained the word heaven, 
we think it would be as proper, though in eithe: 





@ied ? 
(To be continued.) 
a 
Remarks on the Baptist Association's Gircular | 
Letter. | 
(Continued from p. 3.) 

In their fourth paragraph, to prove that man- 
kind suffer endlessly in hell in a future state, they 
quote, first, Psalm ix. 17. “ The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God.” To this we reply, we believe this to be 
truth. The prophet David said, “ Thou hast deli- 
vered my sou! from the lowest hell.” But to put 
‘this question at rest, we shall instance the Jewish 
ration, above all others, as a nation which “ for- 
got God.” In Rom. xi. and Ezek. xxxvii. it is po- 
sitively declared, that all Israel shall be saved. 
The Scriptures harmonize. We believe that all 
aations who forget God will be turned into hell; 
and that “ ali nations whom God hath made shall 
worship before him.” This is reasonable ; for the 
same voice which “turneth man to destruction, 
saith, Return (from destruction) ye children of 





case, to very little purpose. 
(To be continued.) 
—<—=>_—— 
DREAD OF DEATH. 

“ 4 good name is better than precious ointment ; 
and the day of death than the day of one’s birth. 
So says Solomon We find mankind, with very 
few exceptions indeed, think differently, and en 
deavour by every means to keep this “better day 
of their death” at a dstance. Bat come it must, 
and will. There is no compromise or equivalent, 
and no man can die by proxy! Money will gild 
the coffin, increase the number of ephemeral 
mourners, and lengthen the procession ; but it 
will never ward off the well-timed blow of death, 
nor purchase one extra minute to add to the expi- 
ring lamp of time and vanity. And why alt 
this solicitude for life? Death is always told, when 
he knocks at the door of mortality, “Cauz To- 
morrow.” ‘To-morrow, in this instance alone, is 
always certain to come; and the same answer 
is given. Man deceives himself. "Tis but the 
sound of the footsteps of the tyrant which are 
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heard at a distance ; he raps at the door but once ; 
and his call is a summons to another, and a better 
world ! 

«The day of death is better than the day of one’s 
birth?” Who believes this? Do those believe it 
who condemn the doctrine which alone admits its 
truth? Where is the consistency of those, who 
complain of the wicked being suddenly and early 
taken to heaven, and they, pious souls, left, much 
against their inclinations, to plod in this miserable 
world? Do they smile at sickness? Are they tardy 
in their directions to summon the physician? Do 
they salute the first symptoms of recovery with 
an “expression of disappointment? Are they re- 
ally afflicted when vigorous health again makes it 
evident that they must continue to live in this 
world, and forego heaven a while longer? Ah 
no! They are then quite willing that all the rogues 
in the universe should go to heaven, rather than 
themselves ! 

It is certainly a good thing to be consistent. 


——e —— 


LATTER DAY GLORY ANTICIPATED 
BY DR. ISAAC WATTS 

O where shall that city stand whose inhabit- 
ants shall traffic in intellectual treasures, and 
set forth all their new improvements and acquisi- 
tions in open day-light, without the danger of pub- 
lic penalties or reproach ? Where shall that happy 
race of men be born who shail seek truth with an 
anbiassed soul, and shall speak it freely to man- 
kind without the fear of parties or the odium of 
singularity ? When shall that golden age arise in 
Great Britain in which every rich genius shall pro- 
duce his brightest sentiments to the honour of 
God, and to the general profit of men, and yet 
stand exempted from common slander? When 
shall the sacred mines of Scripture be digged yet 
deeper than ever, and the hidden riches thereof 
be brought out of their long obscurity, to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour? O that these 
dark and stormy days of party and prejudice were 
rolled away, that men would once give leave to 
their fellow Christians to spell out and read some 
ancient and unknown glories of the person of 
Christ, which are contained in Scripture, and to 
unfold some hidden wonders of his gospel. The wi- 
sest of men know yet but in part, and it is always 
possible to grow wiser, at least on this side heaven : 
but public prejudice is a friend to darkness, nor 
could ignorance and error, without this shield, 
have defended their thrones so long among crea- 


tures of reason, under the light of divine sun- 
beams. 


— 


For tar Gosret Herarp. 

When Mr. Murray travelled through the coun- 
iry, he occasionally preached in the North Meet- 
ing House, at Hartford, Conn. A very zealous, 
and a very orthodox man, in East Hartford, fear- 


ing the copsequences to the good people of Hart- 
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ford, crossed the river, in order to use his influ- 
ence to shut Mr. M. out of the pulpit. He met 
one of the deacons of the meeting, and, in the 
bitterness of his heart, vented his oppugnation to 
the conduct of the society. The deacon heard 
him patiently, and inquired for his particular ob- 
jection. Why, he preaches that all will be saved, 
replied the zealot. Well, added the deacon, if it 
plenses God to save all men, and bring them to the 
knowledge of the truth, pray, what objection hare 
you? What objection have J—why, none, to be 
sure, if it is God's will. Then go home, read 
your Bible, and mind your own concerns, and we 
will take care of ours. He returned; but the 
question often recurred to his mind—“ What ob- 
jection have you 2?’ He read—pondered, and was 
finally convinced. 
—= a 


For tue Gospet Heravp. 


In conversing with a Calvinist a few days ago, 
he maintained earnestly, that the designs of God 
must certainly be accomplished, and that he could 
not create without design. I wished him to say, 
whether the designs of God were good? Undoubt- 
edly, was the reply. Then do you believe any 
possible circumstance can prevent the accomplish- 
ment of his designs? Certainly not, for he hath 
spoken, and it must stand fast. Then, Sir, by 
your own declaration, you allow the doctrine for 
which I contend, and the result of your principles, 
as now confessed, is Universal Salvation. He saw 
the conclusion was irresistible, and pleaded busi- 
ness as an excuse to drop the subject. How true 
it is, that he who would save a part, must refer to 
principles on which all must stand; and he whe 
would furnish a proof of the misery of a part, is 
most certainly preparing misery for the whole. 
Their arguments always prove too much for their 
purpose. Verite. 

a 
For tue Gosret Heracp. 

Those who declare the doctrine of Unlimited 
Grace licentious, pay it a higher compliment than 
they are aware of. The question is easily settled. 
Do the professors of this doctrine encourage, either 
by precept or example, any species of immorality, 
more than other professors? Let this question be 
answered agreeably to fact, and the point is set- 
tled. 

The celebrated Scott declares, that men rush 
into crimes in the full belief of never-ending mi- 
sery as the consequence; and daily experience 
proves, that the professors of that doctrine are 
like other men—and a belief that God is love does 
not surely lead to greater immorality. 

A celebrated writer observes, that men bécome 
in a measure like the Being they worship; or as- 
similate to the character which they ascribe to 
their object of worship. Choose ye whom ye will 
serve—the Being whose love is ceaseless, or God's 
partial, changeful, passionale, and unjust. 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. | more than inspire a maw with indifference of @ 
Fo the Rev. Mr. Osborne, hue more cruel, than that, which could behold 
Dear Str,—During the discourse which You | misery inexpressible in its nature, and intermina- 
delivered in Southborough last Merch, you stated, | ble in its duration, without experiencing one emo- 
* That if Universal Salvation was true, you should tion of sympathy or concern fur the sufferer? Are 
be asHamep to appear before the throne of God!” not the distinctions between hatred and love 
If you will give an explanation of what you mean} marked with truth? Is there any deception or so- 
by it, through the medium of this paper, you will | phistry in this? If you think there is, take the to! 
not only confer a favour upon me, but upon many | lowing—“ Whatsoever ye would that men should 
of your hearers. |do unto you, do ye even so unto them.” Consider 
Affectionately yours, &c. | yourse/f as the vietim—Anticipate the miseries you 
a. Berorr. ‘award olhers—and your only consolation the re. 
We would just suggest to B. B*****"D, that we flection, that thousands in the possession of hap- 
may easily account for Mr. Oshorne’s being asha- | piness are beholding you, and would not lift a fin- 
med to appear before the throne of God, if Uni- ger to benefit you, or end your sufferings, if they 


” 


versal Salvation be true. 
years in declaring to his fellow-sinners, that their | 
heavenly Father will certainly torture some of| 
them, without mercy, to all eternity, it is not 
strange that he should fee] somewhat abashed at | 
beh siding that God of Love he had so misrepre- 
sented, reconciling all things to himself, and be- 
coming all in all; and perhaps too, such a man 
might be a little vexed at seeing all his horrid pre- 
dictions brought to nought. When good old Jo- 
nah found God would not destroy Nineveh ac- 
cording to his preaching, he was so very angry, 
that he prayed God to take his life. He would 
have rejoiced to see the thousands of Nineveli 
destroyed, merely because he had been preaching 
such a fate to them. 
—— 

“LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW.” 

“ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” We 
do believe that every man possessing common 
sense, and common honesty, can tell the meaning 
of these words. Reader, how much do you love 
yourself? Would you be unhappy in your mind 
now, if you believed that you would be endlessly 
miserable? Yes, you would. Nay, more, were 
your mind convinced that so dreadful a calamity 
would be your lot, reason would be driven from 
her seat, and despajr in unspeakable and terrific 
gloom, torture your soul with unbeard of and un- 
describable horrors. It therefore follows, incon- 
testably follows, that id you lored your neighbour 
as yourself, and ali men are your neighbours, that 
you could not possibly believe that your neighbour 
would be endlessly miserable, without suffering as 
much from that belief, as you would suffer, were 
you to believe that you, yourself, would be end- 
lessly miserable ! 

Should these remarks meet the eye of a believ- 
er in the endless misery of his neighbours, we en- 
treat him to pause—remember, that the above 
conclusions are adduced from premisses which 
you profess to believe are true. We appeal to 
your conscience—Lay your hand on your heart, 
and considering yourself in the presence of your 
God, and Judge, answer the following questions. — 
Could Aatred, even hatred such as Satan himself, 
in bis worst moments, could possibly cherish, do 


After a man has spent’ could do it by the expression of a wish! 
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is Love!” 

— 

From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
To the name of JESUS, the Univensat KING, 
With pleasure I walk by the rills, 

The cascades | see with surprise, 
The prospects that rise on the hills, 
But ‘twas Jesus that gave me my eye? 
All Nature displays his great power, 
The showers say his goodness is free ; 
He neglects not a spray inthe bower, 
And to praise him all Nature agree. 
If I see but a blade that is green, 
Or a leaf in the hedge I pass by— 
I can cry if a danger is seen, 
For I know that my Jesus is nigh. 
Should the fields be all bare, nothing green, 
Not a leaf in the hedge I pass by— 
I can ery if a danger is seen, 
He can hear if 1 only can sigh. 
When Jesus commands, let me 
For that is the place of my rest, 
Never let me say, why is it 80 ? 
For he knows very well what is best. 


zo, 


a 
WHAT THINK YOU OF CHRIST: 
What think you of Christ is the test, 
To try both your state and your scheme? 
You cannot be right in the rest, 
Unless you think rightly of him. 


If ask’d what of Jesus I think, 

Though still my best thoughts are but poor, 
I say, he’s my meat and my drink, 

My lite, and my strength, and my store. 


My shepherd, my husband, my friend, 
My Saviour from sin and from thrall, 
My hope from beginning to end, 
My portion, my Lord, and my ALL. 
a 
(> Subscribers who have sent their 
be bound, are informed that they will 
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for delivery on Thursday next, at the residence 
the Editor, No. 66 Bowery. 


To Correspondents —PuiLotueEs is recetved. 








